
Cooking Up Good Writing  
 

If you aspired to be an excellent artist, you would no doubt familiarize yourself with as many 
artists and their styles as possible.  You might visit museums and galleries as well.  You would 
study the history of art, the media used, the various styles and techniques.  In short, to 
advance your own artistic abilities, you would immerse yourself in great art.  This emersion 
would give you the proper background to assist you in finding your own style.  If this holds 
true for emerging artists, then it might be reasonable to assume that the same principles apply 
to emerging writers as well.  After all, writing is art, too.  To develop writers, we need to flood 
them with examples of great writing. 
 

1. Share the How to Become a Good Chef list with the class. 
 

2. Share the How to Become a Good Musician list with the class. 
 

3. Share the blank How to Become a Good Athlete, How to Become a Master 
Video Game Player and How to Become a Good Writer lists with the class.  
The examples of athleticism and video gaming will engage them on a level that 
students have a lot of experience and confidence.  With the other examples in 
mind, have students fill in the missing items.  The answers for becoming a Good 
Writer might look like this: 

  
How to Become a Good Writer 

• Read lots of books. 
• Understand the ingredients of good writing. 
• Play with the ingredients of good writing. 
• Sample lots of writers. 
• Imitate other writers. 
• Experiment with different combinations of writing. 
• Learn from your failures. 
• Practice, practice, practice. 

 
Have students write a reflection on how to become a good writer.  How does prolific 
reading help you develop as a writer? 
 
 
 
       Reading Reasons by Kelly Gallagher 

 



How to Become a Good Chef 
 

• Read a lot of recipes. 
• Understand the ingredients of good cooking. 
• Play with the ingredients of good food 
• Sample a lot of chefs. 
• Imitate other chefs. 
• Experiment with different combinations of food. 
• Learn from your failures. 
• Practice, practice, practice. 

 
How to Become a Good Musician 

 
• Read a lot of music 
• Understand the ingredients of good music. 
• Samples lots of musicians. 
• Imitate other musicians. 
• Experiment with different combinations of music. 
• Learn from your failures. 
• Practice, practice, practice. 

 
How to Become a Good Athlete                        How to Become a Good Video Gamer 
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How to Become a Good Writer 
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